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"Almodington" stands out as one of the most elaborate plantation houses

erected in Somerset County during the mid eighteenth century. Four brick

walls exhibit the finest in masonry craftsmanship with a carefully executed

glazed
arches
on the
glazed

finish

houses.

header checkerboard pattern on the south side and gauged brick jack

over the first and second floor windows. The window and door openings
north side are topped by an unusual segmental arch design of alternating
rollocks and unglazed soldier bricks. The plastered cove cornices that
the front and rear eaves are only found on a handful of contemporary

Inside, the first floor was originally fitted with the best carpentry

available at the time. Due to the high quality of design and execution, the

west parlor raised paneling was removed from the house and inserted in the

Metropolitain Museum of Art as a backdrop for mid eighteenth-century furniture.

A pair

of shell carved cupboards flanked a raised panel hearth wall, and floor

to ceiling raised paneling covered the other three walls. Even though the par-

lor woodwork was removed, the stair hall and east room survive with mid eight-

eenth-century finishes. A series of turned balusters and turned @@ posts

support a molded and ramped handrail. The elaborate railing encircles the

stairwell on the second floor. A raised panel partition and raised panel win-

dow reveals distinguish the east room. The Federal style mantel was evidently

added at a later date. Attached to the back of the house is a two-story, one-

room plan Flemish bond wing apparently added around 1790-1798.

The original 1000-acre tract of "Almodington," known to the Indians as
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"Portoback," was officially surveyed for John Elzey on November 10, 1663.
Elzey, however, was living in the area as early as 1661 for he was named one
of the three commissioners to grant warrants for land and to administer the
oath of allegiance to the first settlers. Elzey did not live long after his
arrival for it was recorded in Somerset Court that John Elzey died at Manokin
and was buried on his plantation in 1664. "Almodington" passed to John Elzey's
two sons, Arnold and John, Jr., but John, Jr. was dead by 1667, so Arnold be-
came the sole owner. Arnold Elzey's plantation was platted on June 8, 1720,
as a result of judicial proceedings concerning the property. As drawn, the
"Almodington" tract encompassed 1083 acres and was bordered by the Manokin
River on the south, Goose Creek on the east and St. Peter's Creek to the west.
Arnold Elzey lived until 1733, and he bequeathed to his daughters, Sarah and
Elizabeth, the land south of his dwelling house on the Manokin (EB 9/153).

His son, John Elzey received everything else.

Despite the established tradition that the "Almodington" house was erected
by Arnold Elzey, architectural evidence suggests that Arnold's son, John, fin-
anced the construction during the decades following his father's death in 1733.
It is entirely likely that John built his ambitious two-story brick house on
the site of his father's dwelling, the location of which is designated on the

1720 plat.

John Elzey died in 1777, and his Manokin River plantation passed to his
son, Arnold. 0ddly, Arnold Elzey died the same year as his father, and Arnold's
heirs granted "Almodington" to his brother, William, with the understanding

that the estate was for William's use, but that he did not have the right to
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sell any part of the plantation (C/316). The 1783 tax assessment listed the
"Almodington" plantation under Arnold Elzey's name in spite of his former
death. Located on the property was, "1 Brick Dwelling House, two stories
high, midling good repair, kitchen barns and improvements, sorry." Contain-

ing 1242 acres and nineteen slaves, "Almodington" was assessed at £35]3.

Due to the subsequent death of William, the plantation was inherited by
Sarah Elzey Jones, wife of Major William Jones, who was assessed for the 1200-
acre plantation in 1798. The description suggests apparent changes to the

house since 1783.

] Dwelling House 52 by 22 feet brick two story high 6 windows
5 feet 6 inches long 3 feet wide, | window 5 feet 8 inches
long 2 feet 4 inches wide, 7 windows 5 feet 6 inches long

3 feet wide, | window 6 feet long 2 feet 4 inches wide, add-
ition to Dwelling House 26 by 20 feet brick two story 5
windows 5 feet 8 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide, 6 windows
4 feet 10 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide, 2 windows 2 feet
long 22 inches wide, | Cook House 24 by 22 feet wood, two
story, 4 windows 4 feet 10 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide,
4 windows 3 feet 8 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide, | window
2 feet long 22 inches wide, Colonade (sic) 25 by 12, 4 windows
4 feet square, | Milk House 12 feet square, | Lumber House,
22 by 20, 1 Stable 28 by 24, | Carriage House 20 by 16 feet,

] Necessary 8 feet square.

Architectural evidence along with the assessment descriptions convincingly
suggest the rear two-story ell addition was added between 1783 and 1798, and
the colonnade was erected at the same time between the house and the detached
two-story, frame kitchen. Also included on the plantation were three additional
houses (evidently for overseers or tenant farmers); one granary; four barns;
two large corn houses (one measuring 40 by 10); and three quarters, built with

larger than normal dimensions (averaging 30 by 20), which points to a multiple
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family or dormitory arrangement for William Jones' eighty slaves.

Before his death Major William Jones partitioned his vast holdings between
three principal heirs (GH 3/179). To Sally E. Jones (wife of John C. Wilson, Jr.
of Westover Plantation) he bequeathed his dwelling plantation; for Arnold Elzey
Jones he confirmed inheritance of property that Arnold had evidently occupied
since 1818 (see Elmwood, S-41); and finally to Elizabeth A.W. Jones Waters he

left a third tract, later known as "Homewood" (S5-39).

As the wife of John C. Wilson, Jr. of Westover Plantation, Sally E. Jones
Wilson sold "Almodington'" to her step-sister, Margaret Nichols, who sold it
six years later to Isaac Atkinson (LW 2/414). With the death of Anne W. Jones
at Elmwood, Isaac Atkinson purchased original "Almodington" acreage from the

Elmwood estate trustee, Levin L. Waters (BFL 1/607).

Levin L. Waters was appointed trustee sixteen years later when he dissolved
the estate of Isaac S. Atkinson. On December 17, 1895, Waters sold Almodington
to Elizabeth and Lena Woolford, who owned the property for close to nine years.
Lois Aldrich and others purchased the farm from Elizabeth E. Woolford (OTB 39/470),
and the Aldrichs retained possession of the farm for the next quarter century.
Following the Aldrichs were several owners until John and Mary Honnecker pur-
chased 222 acres and the house in April of 1952 (BLB 157/135). The Honneckers
added the modern kitchen wing. The current owners bought the farm in March of

1980 (320/782).
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic A7 )ODINGTON

and/or common

2. Location

street & number ind of farn lane that intersects Leowst Point Road —— not for publication
clty,town Criola _X_ vicinity of congressional district Tirst
state Haryland county Somerset
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district - public _“_ occupied - agriculture —___ museum
** _ building(s) “ private —___ unoccupied ____ commercial —_ park
—_ structure —_both —_ work in progress —_ educational <4 private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —_religious
™ __ object ____in process —Z_ yes: restricted — — government ____scientific
being considered —_ yes: unrestricted ___industrial - transportation
_x not applicable _ po ___ military ___other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name :reecou and liornia Answorth

street & number Zacl:ford telephone no.:

city, town Frincesc Anne state and zip code 4. 21853

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Sotierset Co. Clark of Court liber 232€
street & number -omerset Cournty Courthouse folio 781
clity, town Princess Anne state 1id., 21853
- - - - . .
6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys
fitle iiarylaond Historical Sires Inventory
_date 1957 ——federal _Z state ___ county ___local

rust

Jdeposltory for survey records *=rylond Historical

rpane’ 4 ot s~
city, town %A;.napo.ls state id. 214C!




7. Description

Survey No. il

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ____ deteriorated unaltered original site

_i-_good —__ruins X altered ___ _moved date of move
__ tair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descrip

various elements as it exists today.

ripti

Alrodinston desc

on

tion of the resource and its

rands on the north side of the Manokir River at the end of 2

t intersects Locuet Point Road near Oriole, Somerset County,
rory, five—bay u eichreerth-cantury brick houce faces south
~able oriented on ' axis.

The two-story center hall, single-nole brick dwelling is supported by 2
Flewmish bond brick foundation marked by a simple watertable. The brick walls are
covered By a steeply nitchecd wood shinszle roof finighed with r‘ astered cove cornices
and flush zable ends. Attached fo the back of the house is a late eighteenth-century
ell addirion, and extending eastward is a nid twentieth-century brick service wing.
Accompanying the house is a frame outbuilding, a garage and & brick caretaker 'z house.

ted by carefully crafted

is a three—course Selicourse.

ing of Tonic pilasters,

oor omening are two siwteen

jeck arches of cauged brick.

tuze " T extre ely thin. The first floor
three-panel shutters. g ng the second floor are five evenly
ve sash windows capped by rubbed brick jacik arches. The briechs
ndow openings were laid with nlain red brick in 2n to
One iron tie rod with a star-shaped seat is located befween tne
from the west.

Aside fron twvo three-course beltcourse that mark the second and attic flcor levels,
the wast d 2 nlain Fieuish bond brick wall with ar interior enc brick chiuney
with a ¢ The artic level beltcourse ends before reaching the front and
rear walls, finished with a concave curve that is repeated with the cove
cornice.

wue north {back) wall of the house is partially covered by the two-story rear
e1l. The north wall of the main bloﬂ' has an asyvﬂetrical Lepectraflon with a central
Goor and two sixteen over sixzteen sasn to the right of the docrway. :ia€ vindow and
Zoor osenings are topped by ge»umental arches of alternating glazed rollac\s and
unglazed so Ldler bricks. A mid-level sixteen over twelve sash window interrupts tne
belftcourse and lights the stair landirg. The 1wo cecond Ffloor twalve over tuelwve sach
iripdowe are tommed 5y singla-course segventas arches fo alternating glazed roilocks.
Ap unusal survival on the back of the house 1s the molded brownstone sStoop.

The late elnhfoen*h century two-story Flemish bond rear wing 1s two bays across
by two bays ceen. The nine or nine sash on the first fioor and the nine over gix
cash on the second floor are topnped by segnenta a1l brick arches, and the first floor
windows have three—panel shutters. As in the main block the addition eave follows

the coved cornice.



8. Significance

Survey No.

S-4Q

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religion
.1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law —__ science
- 1500-1599 agriculture —__ economics —literature —_ sculpture
— education — military — social/
—_art —__engineering —  music humanitarian
—1800-1899 _ commerce — exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900- —__ communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation
____invention —_ other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _ D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

Aliodington stands out as one of the most elaborate rplantation hous
aractes in Somersat County during the nicd eigzhteenth century. Its four b
1ihie 4] inest in brichk craftsmanshin with a carefully executed cla:z
ttern on the south side 2nd gauged brick jack ar s
r wincdows. the window and door openince on the
1 se ntal arch design of altermating glaze
— flazed soidi ' cove conrzlc:-w faich finish tha fr
are conlr found on a feu Sowerset houses. Ir side, the first flo
fitted with the best carpentry available at the time. As a res
2lzborafe paneling of the west roor: was removed from rhe house
the ietrovolifan Musew:: of Art's Awnerican wing ac an exewnliary r
interior with floor to ceiling raised paneling and shell-carved cup
ilank the fluted pilasters on either side of the raised penel hearth.
“he ori 2L woodvork wac rermoved from the wast roowm, thie M"‘ir hall a
o ‘hteenth—-carntury finichas. The tur 11 an
th n ir the east roor are two of the i acant
fe lso has splayed and paneled window reveals. The Federal
A he latzs eighiezerth or 2arly ninsteenthe century.
HIELORY ANL SUPPOLT
~he original 1GCC-acre tract of "Almodington,' known to the Indians as
"Portoback," was officially surveyed for John Elzey on Novermber ,1663. Elzey,
however, vas living in the area as early as 1861 for he was named one of the three
corz:issioners to crant warrants for inister the oath of e
to the fivst sattlers. Zlzey did not his initial arrive
wag racorded in Sonwerset Court that t Manoiin ané was
hie plontationg in 1204, "Alvodins: hn EZlzey's two sonc
and John, Jr., but John Jr. wac desa: o Arnoid becane the sol
trnoid Zlney’s tlantation was nlant § G, ag a result of
zroceeding concerning the nroperty. As drawn, the “Almodington” tract
- encoripassed 1083 acres and was bordered by the Hanokin River on the south, Goose
Cree on the east and St. Peter's Creelr to the wes;.lArnold Elzey lived until
1727 and Begueathad teo his Zavshters, Sa 1 =2 land south of &his
i house on the Llanckin (E8 ¢/153;. received everything




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S Yo

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

o BN B T T T L e L ke b L

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

L1 Lot b ol Ll La g baty]
Ll by b b b Flod Ll b d b b by
Ll l Lyl LN T T T

Verbal boundary description and justification

-
—

A

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameititle

organization date
street & number telephone
city or town state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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The north gable end of the wing is similarly finished
n & e interior end brick stack, and o sma

wincows flanking th il tywo ove
light the atric. The brick chirmey is finis aﬂd with o corbelled can.

The east side of the kitchen wing follovws along the same pattern as the west
side vith the excextion of a door thar sierces the north bay of the first fioor.
The eact end of the woin bhlioek is largely covered by the id twentieth centurv
Litchen addition. A snall windou nierces the uprrer fioor.

WHa nid twentieth century story-and-a-half kitchen wing was erected in Flemish
econd floor. A slightly shorter hyphen connects the main

ain house is divided into three rcoms ; one room to either
The v"noling in the west roow. was removed in the early

1led in the Americal wing of the Metropolitan titseus.
Led paneling was crafted to resemble the original woodwork.

he other hand datec from the nid aichteenth century

incuished bv 2 ramued and rolded handrail that ends at

uster of Jour turnad balusters serve as the —ain navel
nog! r : sters rise from each tread. The stringer is decorated
with bold S-curve bracLeLs, and the surlace below the stringer is divided by three
raised panels. The molded handrail rampe before reaching the landing post. The sane
turned baluster handrail skirts the second floor stairwell,

tloor roow has a raised nanel! chimney breast to
1 has been attached. The five-part frieze and t
with applied classical swags and nedallions.
rovn nolding and a pousewvor bad molding. The over:

<

> vertical r5i595 sanels. In addition, *he window revaea
ross the back of the room is a partition of floor to ceilin
h separates this room from a rear Dassage that connects the
and north wings. Lhe partition has wnolded chair rail that
sec¢ vanels beloy frow large rectang cular cnes above. A

is framed by a molded surround.

N

ivided into two bedrooms vhich flank
on:, the larzer of the twe rcoms, has

a2 crosse*tted hearth surround. A rolded anrel
hearth su rOLnd ﬂnd the overmantel paneling.

the chiiney bre and the two end wall closets.

1
7est doadr

[&]
TOCL

e room ig aiso fitted with ﬁolfea paeeboaru end a Federal period door with
flush panele and a2 coat of nah any craining.
Tha 1 rior of the late eighteenth- —century wing is finished with nlaster

nt2
walls, molded baseboards, and neriod mantels. The nid twentieth-century addition
was built as a riodern kitchen.
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s he A ’”ode“*OD”
rach Lrnel that Arnold's
on, Jo re the exta ad rther's death. It

is entirely likely that John built his arbitious tuo—otory brlck house on the site
of his father's dwelling, the location of which is designated on the 172C zla

John E1
Lrrold. Cddls
Almodington
for William'
nlentation

777, and his Hanokin River plantation passed to his son
zey died the same vear as his father, and his neirs ara
r, William, with the understanding that the estate was
t he dlC not have the right to sell any part of the
783 he Alitodincton estate

in gpite of his —ravious death. Located on the 2roverty

isted t

a8, ' two ctories high, midling good renair, kitchen
barns and sorry."” Containing 1242 acres and nineteen slaves,
Al“oilngtOﬂ at £3513.

Due to the subsequent death of William, the plantation was inherited by Sarah
Elzey Jones, wife of Major William Jones, who was assessed for the 1200-acre
plantation in 1798, The description suggests apparent changes to the house since
1783.

1 Dwelling House 52 by 22 feet brick two story high 6 windows

5 feet 6 inches long 3 feet wide | window 5 feet 8 inches long 2
feet 4 inches wide 7 windows 5 feet 6 inches long 3 feet wide |
widow 6 feet long 2 feet 4 inches wide, addition to Dwelling
House 26 by 20 feet brick two story 5 windows 5 feet 8 inches
long 2 feet 4 inches wide 6 windows 4 feet 10 inches long 2 feet
4 inches wide 2 windows 2 feet long 22 inches wide | cook house
24 by 22 feet wood, two story 4 windows 4 feet 10 inches long 2
feet 4 inches wide 4 windows 3 feet 8 inches long 2 feet 4 inches
wide, | window 2 feet long 22 inches wide, Colonsde 25 by 12 4
windows 4 feet square, | Milk House 12 feet square, | Lumber House
22 by 20, 1 Stable 28 by 24 feet, | Carriage House 20 by 16 feet,
| Necessary 8 feet square. $2000

Architectural evidence along with the assessment descriptions convincingly suggest
the rear two-story ell addition was added between 1783 and 1798, and the colonnade
was erected at the same time between the house and the detached kitchen. Also
included on the plantation were three additional houses (evidently for overseers
or tenant farmers), one granary, four barns, two large corn houses (one measuring
40 by 10), and three quaters, built with larger than normal dimensions (averaging
30 bv 20), which points to a multiple famlly or dormitory arrangement for William
Jones’ eighty slaves.

Before his death Major William Jones partitioned his vast holdings between
three principal heirs(GH 3/179). To Sally E. Jones (wife of John C. Wilson,Jr.)
he bequeathed his dwelling plantation; for Arnold Elzey Jones he confirmed
inheritance of property that Arnold had evidently occupied since 1818 (see Elmwood,
S-41); and finally to Elizabeth A. W. Jones Waters he left a third tract, later
known as '"'Homewood'(S-39).
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As the wife of John C. Wilson, Jr. of Westover Plantation, Sally E. Jones
Wilson sold "Almodington" to her step-sister, Margaret Nichols, who sold it six
years later to Isaac Atkinson (LW 2/414). With the death of Anne W. Jones at
Elmwood, Isaac Atkinson purchased additional acreage from the estate trustee,
Levin L. Waters (BFL 1/607).

Levin L. Waters was appointed trustee sixteen years later when he dissolved
the estate of Isaac S. Atkinson. On December 17, 1895, Waters sold Almodington to
Elizabeth and Lena Woolford who owned the property for close nine years, Lois
Aldrich and others purchased the farm from Elizabeth E. Woolford (OTB 39/470), and
the Aldrichs retained ownership of the property for the next quarter century.
Following the Aldrichs were several owners until John and Mary Honnecker,
purchased 222 acres and the house in April of 1952 (BLB 157/135). The Honneckers
apparently added the modern kitchen wing. They sold it in 1967 to Wayne and Edyth
Benedict (241/76). The current owners purchased the farm in March of 1980 (320/782).
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1. state Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
county Somerset County INVENTORY S=40
TovnManokin R, vicmity Oriole .

STREET NO. 2. nameAlmodington

DATE oR PERIOD 1700 - 1740
stryLe Colonial

ARCHITECT

BUILDER

ORIGINAL oWNER Elzey Family
ORIGINAL USE Dwelling
PRESENT OWNER

PRESENT USE Dwelling

WALL CONSTRUCTIONFlemish Bond Brick |3 FORLIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES D1 :

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PusLIC NO

This is a large brick house of the early colonial period.
It was built about 1700 and has a brick kitchen wing at
the rear which dates from 1740.

Five bays wide and two bays deep, it has a very steeply
pitched "A" roof. The house is of Flemish bond brick and
all the headers are glazed a deep blue. Simple square pro-
truding bricks form a water table. The first floor windows
are sixteen over sixteen, the second are twelve over twelve.
All of the windows on the front of the house have flat arches
of rubbed brick, while those on the rear have segmented arches
of alternating bands of glazed headers and plain stretchers.
The central door of the house has a simple Georgian portico
of Tonic pilasters holding up a flat dentilled cornice. There
are no windows on the ends of the house. A three string belt
course runs around the house between the first and second
story level and on the ends between the second story and gable
level. A large sixteen over twelve stair hall window cuts
through the belt course on the rear of the house.

The kitchen wing of 1740 is of Flemish bond and has a water
table with a quarter round molded brick.

Almodington is preserved. The original dining room panelling

from this house is now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior EXC€llent Exterior Excellent

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHOT _)RAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

2 black and white 5 by 7 prin
1 black and white contact and

negative

6;5 color slide
6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

[33

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. .
’ ’ ’ Paul A. Brinkman
Forman, Henry Chandlee, Early . . :
Manor énd Plantation Houses of Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland, Privately Printed, 1934,

P. 153 (2 photo floor plan) paTE oF recorc February 8, 1967

HABS - 3 photos
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Almodington S-40
Oriole vicinity,Somerset Co.,Md.
Northwest Corner with Cove Cornice
3/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg./Md. Historical Trust






ALMODINGTON S-40
Oriole Vicinity,Somerset County
West Elevation

11/85, Paul Touart Photographer
Neg/Md. Historical Trust
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ALMODINGTON S-40
Oroile Vicinity, Somerset County
OQutbuilding/South Elevation
11/85 Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/M.D. Historical Trust
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Almodington S-40
Oriole wicinity, Somerset Co., MD.
Glazed Brick Decoration, Back Door

4/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg./MD. Hist. Trust






ALMODINGTON S-40
Oriole Vicinty, Somerset County
Dining Room Paneling

11/85 Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/ Md. Historical Trust






ALMODINGTON S~40
Oriole Vicinity, Somerset County
Dining Room Paneling

1'1/85 Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/ M.D. Historical Trust






Almodington S=40
Oriole Vicinity, Somerset County

Second floor railing

11/85, Paul Touart, Photographer

Neg/ Md. Historical Trust
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Oriole Vicinity, Somerset County
Second Floor Railing

11/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/Md. Historical Trust






ALMODTNGTON S
Oriole Vicinity, Somerset County
Center Stair

11/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/ M.D. Historical Trust
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ALMODINGTON §-40
Oriole Vicinity, Somerset County
North Bedroom

11/85 Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/Md. Historical Trust



